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SERMON BY

Pastor Ervin Daugherty, Jr.

PRAYER

Praise, Lord, for Your apostles who sealed their faith today;  one love, one hope impelled them to 
tread the sacred way.  May we with zeal as earnest the faith of Christ maintain.  And, following 
these our brothers, at length Your rest attain.  Amen

TEXT

Mark 6:45-56
Immediately he made his disciples get into the boat and go before him to the 
other side, to Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd. And after he had taken 
leave of them, he went up on the mountain to pray.  And when evening came, 
the boat was out on the sea, and he was alone on the land.  And he saw that 
they were making headway painfully, for the wind was against them.  And about 
the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea. He meant 
to pass by them, but when they saw him walking on the sea they thought it 
was a ghost, and cried out, for they all saw him and were terrified. But 
immediately he spoke to them and said,  "Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid." 
And he got into the boat with them, and the wind ceased. And they were 
utterly astounded, for they did not understand about the loaves, but their 
hearts were hardened.

When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored to 
the shore.  And when they got out of the boat, the people immediately 
recognized him and ran about the whole region and began to bring the sick 
people on their beds to wherever they heard he was. And wherever he came, 
in villages, cities, or countryside, they laid the sick in the marketplaces and 
implored him that they might touch even the fringe of his garment.  And as 
many as touched it were made well.

Good morning in the name of our risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

The disciples and the people in our lesson have just seen miracle after miracle take place.  Jesus 
has taught them people about God.  Jesus has healed all the sick that He had brought to Him.  And 
finally, He has fed the 5,000 men plus women and children with 5 small loaves and 2 fish.  AFter all 
of this the people wanted only to make Him “Bread King” not their Messiah, not their Savior and 
not their God.  JEsus had to send His own disciples away so that they did not get caught up in the 
“Bread King” thing.  This is the point at which we start today.

I would like to share a true story with you.  The reason I know it is true... is because I was there.  
Back in the late 1960s I lived in Detroit.  Every Saturday night I would meet with some friends for 
hymns, Bible study and prayer.  We did this in preparation for Sunday morning worship.  One of the 
women in our group had a father who was diagnosed with massive cancer.  The group prayed that 
God would provide a miracle for her father.  He went into the hospital for surgery.  When the 
doctors x-rayed him one final time before surgery... the cancer was completely gone.  You would 
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have expected great joy from the father but that was not the case.  He refused to believe that God 
had given him a miracle and healed him from his cancer.  He died within two weeks... even though 
he was free of cancer.  The doctors could give no reason for his death.  He rejected his healing.  He 
rejected his miracle.  He rejected life itself.  And so he died sooner than he needed to die.  The 
lack of faith will do that to people.

If I read last week’s lesson and the end of this week’s lesson, you would think that they were the 
very same event.  Listen to the last verse of our lesson for today, Mark 6:56;  ...and wherever 
he came, in villages, cities or countryside, they laid the sick in the 
marketplaces and implored Him that they might touch even the fringe of His 
garment.  and as many as touched it were made well.

I wonder how many of them went home and lived a ling life.  I wonder how many of them went 
home not believing that they were really healed.  I am sure that many of them accepted...even 
believed... that they were physically healed.  And in some cases, they might have accepted the fact 
that they were mentally healed.  But the real test was... How many of them believed, had faith, that 
they had a spiritual healing given to them too?  How this must have caused Jesus real sadness.  He 
offered them healing of body, mind and spirit but only the healing of the body and the mind was 
important to the people.  The healing of the spirit was not considered important.

We often think of the disciples as great men of faith.  It did show from time to time before Easter.  
But it was not seen often.  Jesus sent them away at the beginning of our lesson for today so that 
they would not join the crowds in making Him an earthly king only a “Bread King” which he had 
no desire to do.  remember all that they had just seen.  And yet, listen to the words of verses 
51-52;  And he got into the boat with them and the wind ceased.  And they 
were utterly astounded, for they did not understand about the loaves but 
their hearts were hardened.  Does this sound like great men of faith?  I do not think so.  
they were as much in the dark as the people in our lesson for today.  How sad for them.  In place 
of the peace of God, they had doubts and the worries of the people.  Jesus offered them the 
healing of body, of mind and of spirit and they did not fully realize it.

Look at Immanuel Lutheran Church today.  Several of you have told me that you were told at one 
time or another that this church and its ministry would no longer exist.  It is sad to say but there 
are still people who say that Immanuel will just exist for a short time and then it will be over.  God 
has proven them wrong for 123 years.  And we believe that the ministry will continue... maybe not 
like it has for the last 15 years or so but it will continue.  We are here because we believe this to 
be true.  

In Arlington National Cemetery is the grave of William Jennings Bryan.  On his headstone are the 
words of Mark 9:24 which are;  Lord, I believe!  Help my unbelief!  Yes, even believers 
have their moments.  But when that happens... we know where to go even if many others do not.  
We go to our strength, our courage, our comfort and yes, our assurance that things are where 
they belong... in the hands of God.

God continues to perform miracles even today.  I am sure that I would not get an argument from 
anyone here today.  The ministry of Immanuel is unique and special.  If there is any doubt about 
that I would like to share with you two events of the last four months.  Each of your pastors were 
involved in these events and protected by our loving God for the ministry here.  In March, due to 
my loving wife Sharon, I was rushed to the hospital and put ahead of three other people who 
needed surgery because of my heart only half working.  The doctor would not let me out of his 
office without EMS people at my side.  After the pacemaker surgery, I was allowed to go back to a 
full schedule of events.  He said that I was one breath away from eternity.  Less than a month ago, 
Pastor Cliff and his lovely wife Carol were saved from a near fatal car accident.  God has kept us 
safe to server the people and the ministry of Immanuel.  These events should give us the faith 
assurance that He still has plans for the ministry here at 42nd and Tracy.
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St. John wrote in the fourth chapter of John about a lone woman by a well.  This woman wasn’t 
Jewish but of all things... a Samaritan who had been married five times and was presently living with 
a man who was not even her husband.  Jesus offered her pure spiritual water and she drank 
deeply.  The woman then shared this good news with the other people of the city.  Jesus continued 
to share the good news of God’s great love with the people of that city.  In verse 42 of that 
chapter we hear the people say joyfully to the woman;  ... it is no longer because of your 
words that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves and we know that this 
is indeed the Savior of the world.  We have faith that the very same thing can happen in 
this community because of the power of God’s Word.  If Jesus can use a Samaritan woman to share 
God’s love, He can use us.

St. Mark did not write about what Peter did that night but St. Matthew did.  In Matthew 14:27-29 
we read;  But immediately He spoke to them saying, “Take heart, it is I; have no 
fear.”  And Peter answered Him, “Lord, if it is you, bid me come to you on the 
water.”  He said, “Come.”  So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the 
water and came to Jesus...  Peter’s faith was so strong that he too was able to walk on the 
troubled sea waters.  Yes, he took his eyes off of Jesus at some point and began to sink but not 
before he did what most people would think impossible.  I guess we can say that Peter had many 
ups and downs in his life as a follower of his and yes our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  His faith 
was weak at times but super strong at other times.  And yet, God was with him all the time.

We now come to us, the people and souls of Immanuel.  Each of us has seen miracles upon 
miracles in our lives.  We were witness to them so that our faith may be made stronger and more 
sure.  God continues to give us His Word that our faith may grow and blossom where He plants 
us.  If you have any doubt of this, listen now to His Word.  Hear first His Word found in 1 John 
5:4-5;  For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory 
that overcomes the world, our faith.  Who is it that overcomes the world but 
he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

Do you need more good news?  Okay, listen now to Galatians 3:26-27 where we are told very 
plainly;  ...for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith.  For as many 
of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.  I will now share with you a 
Bible verse that I am sure you already know... and hold dear from Ephesians 2:8-10;  For by 
grace you have been saved through faith; and this is not your own doing, it is 
the gift of God, not because of works, lest any man should boast. For we are 
His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand, that we should walk in them.

Do not simply be a person who wants a genie in a bottle for physical or mental healing only.  Do 
not simply be a person who sees miracles all around them but gives no credit to God for them.  
Do not simply be a person who throws away the very love of God given to us in His Son who 
died on that cross of Calvary for you and for me and for all people.

“Old Faithful” of Yellowstone National Park has never missed an eruption.  That is why it is called 
“Old Faithful.”  The reason for this is because it only erupts when it is ready.  It does not come 
every 35 or 45 or 85 minutes exactly.  It comes between 38-90 minutes depending on the factors 
of nature.  One such factor is the length of the last eruption.  As faithful as it is, our God is even 
more faithful.  He never ceases to shower the penitent person with forgiveness and peace.  And it 
never depends on how much He gave the last time.  This is our loving God who showers us with 
all kinds of good things all the day long.  He showers us with miracle upon miracle.  He showers us 
with faith to enjoy not only this life but the life to come as well.  May He continue to allow us to 
share this wonderful message to the people that are all around us.  To God be the glory!

Amen
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